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Message from the Executive Director

“People will forget what you said, people will forget what you did,

but people will never forget how you made them feel.”

- Maya Angelou

As | reflect on this past year, and on the last sixteen
years | have been involved with San Diego Refugee
Tutoring, this quote by Maya Angelou came to mind.
While we may not know the exact fruit of our labor
over the course of a week, a month or even a year or
more, we do know that our kids will not forget how
we made them feel. We do know that being heard
and seen and being part of a community is more
important now than ever before.

While the news may bring feelings of fear and anxiety
for many of our students and their families, regardless
of their immigration status, nothing has changed at
SDRT. We continue to be a welcoming place of safe-
ty and support. We know our students by name. We
believe in them, even when political leaders do not. We
have a front row seat to unimaginable perseverance
and resiliency—and we don’t plan on going anywhere.

One student, Noora*, spent this past year adjusting
to her new American life as a third grader. Her family
moved several times, forced to attend two elemen-
tary schools in nine months. This painfully shy child
built walls and even refused to speak at home and
school for quite some time. | transported her family
to tutoring a few times and strategically played some
Pashto music in my car (thank you, YouTube). A SDRT
board member and his wife made many home visits
to Noora's family—including delivering popsicles on

a hot day—and spent time getting to know all nine of
her family members. Tutors worked their way through
long tutoring sessions with Noora, reading simple
books in English and learning some Pashto along the
way. We found out in December that Noora missed her
dollhouse the most from Afghanistan. We decided to
surprise her with a dollhouse from OfferUp.

Over the course of the year, Noora was noticeably
different. She began speaking again! When she sees
SDRT staff who speak Pashto, she runs to them with

a large embrace and a smile plastered on her face. As
Noora continues to bloom, tutoring has become more
enjoyable for her. Even though Noora’s family moved,
they are committing to another year of tutoring. And, |
am pretty sure it is because of how the community at
SDRT made Noora (and her family) feel.

It's a privilege that our families trust their children with
us and we don't take it lightly. While we cannot claim
to all fully understand how they feel as newcomers to
this country, we can commit to working our hardest to
help each of our students feel loved, capable and
supported as we come alongside them in their
academic journeys here in San Diego.

Thank YOU for being a part of this community.
Whether you donate, serve on a board, help out with
events or tutor regularly, each of you are needed.

We look forward to a new year together.

With gratitude,

Melissa Phillips
Executive Director and Co-Founder

*name changed for anonymity



Our Mission

To provide holistic academic support through one-on-one tutoring, enrichment activities, and
mentorship to students of refugee background in the community of City Heights in Central San Diego.
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Sadia Habib, Melissa Phillips
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2025-2026 Board of Directors 2025-2026 Advisory Board

Brian Becker | President Erin Lavigna Rohit Ahuja Chris Magagnini
Laura Requena | Treasurer Scott Mullaney Alla Awad AJ McGladdery
Christine Friedman | Secretary Mark Mahigian Itzel Bustamante Ratasha Pugh
Denise Brecher Susie Sovereign Justice Fleischmann Sopyda Yin
Joanne Brown Navid Zohoury

Steve Gilbert

Income Expense

$163,000

Corporate and

Foundation Grants
80%
Programming

$46,000 $156,000
Tangible Individual
Goods Contributions

0,
$72,000 ge/r:eral
Facilities .

Operating

8%
$252,000 Fundraising
Volunteer

Labor

$370,000 $690,000
Monetary In-Kind Total

Learn more about us | SDRefugeeTutoring.com



Our Programs

Tutoring

Individualized 1:1 twice weekly
tutoring and mentoring program

Specialized academic support for students
ages preschool through community college
for 50+ sessions each school year.

Educational Support

Educational support to families

SDRT promotes educational support for parents
and family members through family book
giveaways, parent and family trainings each
trimester and bi-weekly family communication.

Events

Special events and field trips

Provide students access to community
organizations, holistic care and experiences
they would otherwise not have in their
cultural enclaves in their communities.

Scholarships

Post high school scholarships

$7,000-$10,000 is awarded annually to
students in our program who are pursuing
education/training beyond high school.



Our Impact

Academic Impact Holistic Impact

SDRT provides educational support twice weekly to For students to be successful with academics, they need
address the gaps in foundational knowledge that are other items such as school supplies, access to books,
the building blocks of success for our students. basic hygiene supplies and more. SDRT provides this

During the 2024-2025 school year, SDRT had: holistic support throughout the year.

During the 2024-2025 school year,

f | 139 Students SDRT was able to support our students with:
228 of refugee status served

6,271 Hours

of volunteer support provided

54 Tutoring Sessions
90-minute tutoring sessions provided
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346 Volunteers
supported our students
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$9,250 in Scholarships

provided to our students
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San Diego Unified English Language Learners at/above Grade Level (SBAC) vs. SDRT Students at Grade Level (STAR): English

District Wide Percentage of all ELL Students

at/above Grade Level 8.4%

Percentage of all SDRT Students

at/above Grade Level 27.02%

Districtwide Percentage of Elementary

ELL Students at /aboveGrade Level n.81%

Percentage of Elementary SDRT Students

at/above Grade Level SRR

Districtwide Percentage of Middle/ High

ELL Students at/above Grade Level Se%

Percentage of Elementary SDRT Students

at/above Grade Level 19.2%

San Diego Unified English Language Learners at/above Grade Level (SBAC) vs. SDRT Students at Grade Level (STAR): Math

Districtwide Percentage of all ELL Students

at/above Grade Level LR
Percentage of all SDRT Students o
at/above Grade Level 22.72%
Districtwide Percentage of Elementary 14.89%
ELL Students at/above Grade Level :
Percentage of Elementary SDRT Students 25.86%
at/above Grade Level )
Districtwide Percentage of Middle/ High 5.45%
ELL Students at/above Grade Level

Percentage of Middle/High SDRT Students 19.2%

at/above Grade Level

Learn more about us | SDRefugeeTutoring.com



Volunteer and Student Quotes

Volunteer Quotes

“My experience with SDRT has been one of the most
transformative aspects of my life. The relationships
I've built with these students have deeply enriched
my perspective, teaching me the value of resilience,
cultural exchange, and empathy.”

- Tutoring Volunteer

“Tutoring gives me a sense of purpose and connects
me with a wonderful community that | wouldn't
otherwise get the chance to engage with.”

- Tutoring Volunteer

Student Quotes

“Because of SDRT, | quickly picked up English, made
lasting friendships, and became one of the top stu-
dents in my elementary class. This program changed
my life. This program not only gave me endless re-
sources but also provided me with a community.”

- Rahwa (Jodi Maroney Scholarship Recipient)

“Nine years ago | was unable to read, write, or un-
derstand English and now, | am taking AP and hon-
ors classes and will be one of the first in my family
to attend college. Before SDRT arrived in my life, |
often felt invisible in the classroom. | was the only
child who did not speak the language, and both the
students and the teacher treated me as if | weren’t
there. SDRT helped me feel visible in a place where
| once felt unseen. SDRT taught me a new language
while also celebrating my own culture.”

- Fatuma (Jodi Maroney Scholarship Recipient)



Events and Field Trips

Why events are important to us

Events are important to SDRT because they help build
community, give us an opportunity to connect with
students outside of tutoring, allow us to get to know the
families of our students, and create experiences that our
students often only read or hear about.

Back to School Bash
Thanksgiving Feast

Elementary Movie Theater Field Trip
Ice Skating

Grad Celebrations

Memory/Pizza Night

Parent Workshops
Shoe Distribution

Learn more about us | SDRefugeeTutoring.com



How can YOU impact students? Give today!

$25

One tutoring session for one student

$50

One week of tutoring for one student

$100

Snacks for all students for one week

$500

One classroom of tutoring for one week

$5,000

Tutoring for all students for one week

Thank you to our partners!

Boys and Girls Foundation

Carmel Mountain Dental Care

County of San Diego
Flood Church
Hello Neighbor Network

Hope for San Diego

Kinship Fund

Public Health Institute (State of CA)

SDUSD Community Service Foundation

Sempra Energy

Sustaining Partners Circle

Renee Alcantara
Christiane and Bruce
Armstrong

Charisma & Tim Bartlett
Brian & Kelly Becker-Tirrell
Helen Bierman

Jennifer & Steve Blough
Amy Bouck

Chris & Anastasia Brewster
Michael Bruner

Lydia Butynski

Kitty Carton

Sheryl Wohl Chaffee
Jessie & Justin Chatigny
Alan Chiu

William Crane

Anne Crenshaw

Janella Davidson
Kathleen Davidson
Annie & John Day
Brooke Feldman
Anthony Flores

Jessica Forrester

Cathy & Ty Frey
Christine Friedman
Angelica Garcia
Alissa Garner

Steve & April Gilbert
Gwen & Dave Gleason-Rohrer
Anne Gloag

Pat & Ally Goddard
Lynn & Pete Hanson-Rowe
Bethany Hoy

Elissa Huffstetler
Paul & Marilu Huston
Reagan Kan

Daniel Kim

Kathie & Ted Kim
Olivia Kim

lan Kleinemolen
Anke Klueter

Petr Krysl

Ireen Kum

Carol Landis

Justin Lazarow

Paul Lee

Thank you to all of our one-time donors!

Chloe Li

Christopher Magagnini
Jon Maroney

A.J. McGladdery
Martha McGladdery
Jill & Mike McKenna
Naomi & Kevin McLean
Lauren Mignea

Luis Moreles

Candy Munson

Julie Nicholas

Crosby Noricks

Daniel Nyamangah
Niall O'Donnell

Alec Ostapovicz
Ronald & Juliet Panian
Jenny Parker

Kathy Pham

Ratasha Pugh
Caroline Raedeker-Freitas
Anne-Marie Roach
Katie Robinson-Filipp
Aiden Ryou

True Local Realty Group
University City United Church
Women of St. James Episcopal Church

Jennifer Saber
Nicholas Saladino
Anand Sastry
Nicole Schere
Lou Seitchik
Tayebeh Sharif
Arthur & Ginger Shingler
Jaime Sotolongo
Susie Sovereign
Laurine Stephens
Karen Stocks
Stacy & Tim Udell
Neil Vranicar
Becki Walllies
Judith Wicker
Kelly Williams
Andrea & Paul Woolf
Tiara Wulandari
Nicholas Wurster
Susan Yea

Sharon Young
Lois Zaranka

Scan QR code
to give now!
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